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Project Description

Phoenix-Opportunity is an on-line system that allows an applicant to register their minority company with the Minority Business Development Agency’s database of minority business enterprises using the Internet. With this tool, they will be able to access contract opportunities and other information vital to the success of the business. Every registrant will be able to post opportunities and seek business partners.

The Phoenix-Opportunity database is different from most business registration and contract referral systems found in government and private industry today. Unlike most private services, Phoenix-Opportunity is free. It permits applicants to register once and receive many public and private contract referrals. Also, most services require a business to search databases of contract opportunities on-line. Phoenix-Opportunity sorts the database for the user each night and automatically refers opportunities to them via email or fax. The user receives timely information without extensive searching. As the business grows and capabilities increase, the applicant can use their personal password to update the business profile on-line at any time.


What information is to be collected (e.g., nature and source)? 
Both personally identifiable information (PII) and business identifiable information (BII) are collected. The personal and business information collected is pertinent to the stated Phoenix-Opportunity purposes for which the information is to be used. Only information that is required for establishing and implementing the opportunity match is to be collected.

This does not constitute an information collection within the meaning of the Paperwork Reduction Act Information (PRA), and approval by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is not required for this system.  

The categories of information in Phoenix-Opportunity are:

· Names and Addresses –Identifying information for individuals and businesses seeking contract information with which the MBDA has established a match;
· Congressional District
· Employees – Full time, part time, minority.
· Annual Sales – Amount and Export sales
· Bonding – Current amount and Maximum amount.
· Duns Number

· NAICS Codes
Why is the information being collected (e.g., to determine eligibility)? 

When a match is made, a registered user will receive the dollar amount of the contract, time and place for delivery, contact information and bonding requirements. The offering company receives the user’s corporate contact information, email and Internet home page (if available). The member also receives information about minority business support services that may assist with bid preparation, finance or bonding.
What is the intended use of the information (e.g., to verify existing data)? 

To create business opportunity contacts between companies seeking minority firm participation and Minority Business Entrepreneurs (MBE), based on the types of opportunities available and the area of expertise of the MBE. 
With whom will the information be shared (e.g., another agency for a specified programmatic purpose)? 

Phoenix-Opportunity information is only shared with the Phoenix registrant and the Opportunity company or those MBE’s seeking partnerships, who have a legitimate need to know and are a registered member of the database.   

What opportunities do individuals have to decline to provide information (i.e., where providing information is voluntary) or to consent to particular uses of the information (other than required or authorized uses), and how individuals can grant consent? 
Information in Phoenix-Opportunity is entered into the system by the MBE’s themselves or their officers or support staff or by the company presenting the opportunity.  Information input can be declined by anyone.  The matching system is designed to function based on specific criteria and may not be effective at lower levels of data.
Is a system of records being created under the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a.? 
No.
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