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Setting the Stage

What’s inside the black box? m




Education and Information

 Web-based resources
— IP Awareness Assessment Tool
— Videos/Tutorials/Webinars

— Filing Information and Initiatives
 Forms and Fee Information
* Guidance

e Conferences and seminars
« Smithsonian collaboration




Select Tools for Success




IP Awareness Assessment Tool

ipAwarenessAssessment

Beta ll

IP Awareness Assessment

The IP Awareness Assessment,
developed under the joint efforts of
United States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) and National Institute
of standards and
Technology/Manufacturing Extension
Partnership (NIST/MEF), allows you to
assess your intellectual property
awareness. Following the completion
of the assessment, you will receive a

customized training material. Learn

Feedback

Your feedback and comments are
crucial for improving the 1P
AWErEness Assessment.

I A business and inventors IP evaluation tool

Welcome to the Intellectuz| Property Awarsnsss Assessment Tool, The [P Assessment includes the
below five generzl categories, that are included in 2l assessments,

IP Strategies & Best Practices

International IP Rights

IP Asset Tracking

Licensing Technology to Others

Using Technology of Others

LR

There are five additionz] categories that 2l can tzke or, which may be customized through 2 Pre-
assessment, Thess five categories include:

Copyrights

Design Patents

Trademarks

Trade Secrets

Utility Patents

LR

Mot 2l businesses have 2l categories of IP Assets so they have an opportunity to opt out of certain
categories by using the customizer or Pre-assessment or may opt 10 take the full assessment of ten
categories contzining 62 guestions,

The full zssessment requires sbout 20-30 minutes to complete, The customizer or Pre-assessment can
reduce the requined time by 10-15 minutes,

enter the IP Awareness Assessmen

Inventor Assistance Program
Before starting the assessment, please note:

Important Notice

Flease note that any information
provided here does not constitute
legal advice, but iz intended to
increase your IP awareness. When
filing an application for obtaining
specific IP rights, it is recommended
that you cbtain professional legal
assistance. The IP Awareness
Assessment contains links to external
websites. USPTO does not maintain
those external sites and is not
responsible for the material found
therein.

zave the link for thiz page as a favorite/bookmark on your browsar.

Im the “internet Options™ of your browser, desslects/uncheck history on exit. This will
allow you to return and resume your assessment session i case you cannot finish it in
one sitting. This will also allow you to access your training materials and assessment

.

.

results at your convenisnce.
Az you are answering the aszeszment questions, choose the answer that best applies to

.

your business or circumstances as an independent inventor or individual Where
applicable, choose all the responses that apply to your situation.

Rezponzes or data collected in the assessment are not stored or used by the USPTO or MET
MEP.

.




Visit USPTO on the Web

www.USPTO.gov

About Us Careers Contact Us
0 UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Search uspto_gov Q

Patents Trademarks Learning and Resources (P Quick Links

1. Getting Started Getting Started with Patents ~ Helpt!Resoures=

General Information Concemin

Applying for a patent successfuly requires a strong Patents
understanding of the application process. This is the first step Patent Process Ove
2. Application Process to a successful application.
eration
Patent and Trademark Resource
Centers (FTRCs

3. Maintaining Your Patent




Features of the Website

Apply Online for a Patent using EFS-Web
Obtain Status of a Patent Application

Determine when application will be picked up for
examination, see First Office Action Estimator

Search US Patent Database

Search Patent Classification Manual

Download Forms and Fee Schedules

Patent Help Resources

Access Details of All Currently Pending Published

Patent Applications (Public PAIR) m
J




Overview of Website

About Us Careers Contact Us
0 UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Search uspto.gowv Q

Patents Trademarks Learning and Resources (& Quick Links

LT Gettir g Started with Patentg ~ HeriResourees

» General Information Conceming
Applying for | patent successfuly requires a strong Patents
understandir j of the application process. This is the first step > Patent Process Overview
2. Application Process to a success ul application. » Using Legal Services
» International Patent Cooperation
% Patent and Trademark Resource

Centers (PTRCs)

3. Maintaining Your Patent R
» Patent Statistics

Click on

“Learning and
Resources”




USPTO Resources for
Klds and Educators
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Wide variety

Web Resources

Trademarks for Inventors &
Entreprensurs

» Trademark Ele
System (TESS)
Trademark El

Application S

Imventors Assist

v Y VY vy

Official Gazette for Patents

v
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Document Retrieval (TSDR)
» E anic Trademark

v

Trademark Trial and Appesl
Board (TTAB)

Trademark Manual of Examining
Procedure (TMEP)

v

A

Scam Prevention

»

Pro Se - Pro Bono

» ProSe
¥ _Interest Form

» Inventors Eye

?

Inventors & Entrepreneurs
Assistance

iter
s Ombudsman Program
» BusinessUSA

¥ Trademark Assistance Center

Current Events

Announce

Inventors & Entrepreneurs Resources

Education & Information

al Information CGoncerning
Patents
¥» A Guide to Filing a

Monprovisional Utility Patent

Application

¥ A Guide to Filing A
Patent
¥ Basic Facts

esign

pplication

t Trademarks

State Resources

* United States Map




Patent Searching

http://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/search-patents

» Search U.S. patents and U.S. published
patent applications

— Full text and image databases

* Global Patent Search Network

— Provides access to Chinese patent
documentation

e Links to International Patent Offices for
searching

 Search tutorial; m
0




Ombudsman Program

* Enhances the USPTO's ability to assist applicants
or their representatives with issues that arise
during patent application prosecution.

patents
( ) ombudsman
Contact an Ombudsman by:
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ombudsman.jsp

12
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http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ombudsman.jsp

Scam Prevention

« Scam Prevention
— Non-USPTO Solicitations
— Invention Promoters




PRSUGFADUSVE

UNITED STATES PATENT
RENEWAL SERVICE

910 17th St. NW 8th Floor « Washington, D.C. 20006 » (202) 584-0039

PATENT ISSUE US.SERIAL | APPLICATION | SMALL PAYMENT | PRS
NUMBER DATE NUMBER FILE YEAR ENTITY YEAR NUMBER
el cEny | W 2002 Y ) 3.5 £78800PRN2

""'.-“".“"MIXED AADC 901

[t

ESTRETARRE

e e PATENT CANCELLATION NOTICE
Il'll“lllII"IIIlIII"IIIlIIIIIlIlIlll‘lllll”llllll”llllll‘

REPLY NO LATER THAN 7/13/07

Your Patent has emercd its third year of registration. Every U 0w le an ¥ ay a Maintena ee
of on_t at and avoid havin

ce _ Failure to file an MFT Form and make the Maintenance Payment triggers a six month grace period
during which you may renew your Patent by filing the MFT Form late and paying a penalty. If you do not file the MFT Form and make
your Maintenance Payment within the penalty period, the USPTO will cancel your patent and you will lose your rights 10 exclusive use
of the patent.

To receive the necessary documents for you 10 renew your Patent and avoid cancellation and late fee penaltics, complete the
form below and return with your paymet of $175.00.

:UNITL:D l‘TATES" ATENT REN VWAL 5SERVICE
006+ (202} SBA-0039
xn m polm n‘m_ 2t

FILE DATA: ‘ TYPE OR PRINT ANY CORRECTIONS BELOW

PATCH :Tusmw INVENTOR/ASSIGNEE:

U.S. SERIAL NUMBER: e CONTACT NAME:

APPLICATION FILE YEAR: 2002 COMPANY NAME:

SMALL ENTITY STATUS: ¥ : :

PAYMENT YEAR: 3.5 ETIERR AVDRRS S

USPRS NUMBER: 678800PRN2 CITY, STATE, ZIP:

PHONE NUMBER:

| SIGNATURE. i 3 B : SRR R i
| certify under penalty of perjury that the above statements are true and correct 1o the best of my knowledge AMOUNT OF PAYMENT
Authonized Signatory: $1 75.00
39 USCSI3001: THIS' S;:RVICE HAS NOT BEEN APPROVED EN'DGE§D A} et
i BY AN AGE OR YTH GUVERNMENT_ DTH!SOFFERISNOT
| ANY COVERNMENTAL ABENCY‘MSSNOT‘A 2

vorsrim o et et oo, (OO
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UNITED STATES TRADEMARK REGISTRATION OFFICE
Trademark Registration and Monitoring Division

633 West Fifth Street
28™ Floor

AN TERETR RO R

TRADEMARK
NOTHING

Los Angeles CA 90071-2005

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION REGARDING
YOUR FEDERAL TRADEMARK

—

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE I

/'

Serial Number: GREm=—.

Filing Date: NSNS
Primary Code: 35
Intl Code: 35

600 Dulany St. Ste. 1
Alexandria, VA 22314-5791

PROCESSING FEE—» $375.00

Owner
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRACEMASK OFIICE

Trademark
NOTHING

Serial Number

Registration Number

Filing Date; 20030313
PRIMARY CODE: 35
INTERN. CODE: 35
Reference: TRB-1781712

Fee: $375
Reply By: NOW DUE

DESCRIPTION

S. Customs & Border Protection (CBP), a bureau of the Department of Homeland Security,
mamtams a trademark recordation system for marks registered at the United States Patent and
Trademark Office. Parties who register their marks on the Principal Register may record these marks
with CBP, to assist CPB In its efforts to prevent the importation of goods that infringe registered marks.
The recordation database includes information regarding all recorded marks, including Images of these
marks. CBP officers manitor imports to prevent the importation of goods bearing infringing marks and
can access the recordation database at each of the 317 ports of entry.

Upon receipt of this form and your payment United States Trademark Registration Office wiil:
A} Racord your U.S. Trademark Registration with the U.S. Customs & Border Protection (CBP) and
send you notice(s) when the blacking of such goods occurs. B) Moniter your trademark using USTRO's
proprietary search engine and notify you regarding possible third party trademark infringement(s)
(enforcing your intellectual property rights and protecting a trademark from confusingly similar
names is essential and the sole responsibility of the owner and not the USPTO (United States
Patent and Trademark Office). C) Send you reminder notices of the following filing requirements. 1)
First Filing Deadline: 15 U.S.C. §§1058, 1141k: You must file a Declaration of Use (or Excusable
Nonuse) between the 5th and 6th years after the registration date. 2) SECOND FILING DEADLINE:
15 U.S.C. §1059;: YOU MUST FILE A DECLARATION OF USE (OR EXCUSABLE NONUSE) AND AN
APPLICATIOCN FOR RENEWAL BETWEEN THE 9TH AND 10TH YEARS AFTER THE
REGISTRATION DATE. WARNING: YOUR REGISTRATION WILL BE CANCELED IF YOU DO NOT
FILE THE DOCUMENTS ABOVE DURING THE SPECIFIED TIME PERIODS.

39 USC : "THIS IS NOT A BILL. THIS IS A SOLICITATION. YOU ARE UNDER NO
OBLIGATION TO PAY THE AMOUNT STATED ABOVE UNLESS YOU ACCEPT THIS OFFER." THIS
PRODUCT OR SERVICE HAS NOT BEEN APPROVED OR ENDORSED BY ANY GOVERNMENTAL
AGENCY, AND THIS OFFER IS NOT BEING MADE BY AN AGENCY OF THE GOVERNMENT.

Illlllll'nmmlil |IN|||| e e S
Intellectual property rghts and your Mmmmblhmmvmnsmmgomoﬂ(s) 'WeMlmmIbrmdmeu
of confusingly simifar marks, but the IS ulti in the owner's hands. ofs
may require legsl sction from the ¥ owner. i byrhomundcondoonsmfurrhonmcmvumsm

2011-2REQ-5FGJ-USTR of this form,
DETACH AND MAIL THIS STUB WITH YOUR PAYMENT
DO NOT STAPLE, TAPE OR CLIP PAYMENT STUB OR CHECK 35
UNITED STATES PATENT AND I i
TRADEMARK OFFICE ' s
600 Dulany St. Ste. 1
Alexandria, VA 22314-5791 IREQ-5FGJ-USTRO INCHGATS AMOUNT PAiD
PROCESSING FEE —»  $375.00 $
Contact Name* R US TRADEMARK REGIST RATION OFFICE
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: gistration and Moni
Phone*( } Please writs the SERIAL NO on the 633 West Fifth Streat
lower left corner of your check or 28™ Floor
Email Address” money order. Los Angeles CA 80071-2005




Consider Using a Patent Attorney or
Patent Agent

* View USPTO listing of registered attorneys
and agents

» Law School Clinical Programs and pro
bono assistance available in some areas




m Pro Bono

Free legal assistance to inventors

In general, there are three basic
requirements:
— Income below a certain threshold;
— Knowledge of the patent system; and

— Possession of an actual invention (not just an
idea).




Certificate Training Course

certification package
John Calvert

Administrator - Inventor Assistance

Program

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE Outfine  Thumb  Wotes

» 1. Introduction/Acces...
2. Constitutional Power
3. I have an Idea!

4. File Provisional App...
5. Requirements?
6. Questions

7. Provisional Pitfalls

BaSic Pate nt Train i ng 8. Provisionals: What ...

9. Dates of Provisional

FO r 10. Dates of Provisional

11. Dates of Provisional

Independent Inventors and 12, N provsionl .

13. Non-provisional a...

Small Businesses i4. aagn Apptin

15. Foreign Filing?

16. Application Prosec...
17. Examination

18. Office Action

19. Claims and Amen...
20. Response to Offic...
21. Applicant Response
22, Appeals

A full transcript can be found under the “Notes” tab 23. Advanced Prosecu...

39 Minutes 13 Seconds Remaining

'&" > 4 M a Slide 1 f 30 | Stopped 00:00/ 00:22 43 L =

sdite

www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/certpck/index.htm

Search

00:23
00:29
01:14
01:56
01:02
00:05
01:08
00:36
00:31
01:01
00:38
01:60
00:52
01:23
01:06
01:22
01:56
01:25
01:42
02:11
01:07
01:46

01:43



Pro Bono

Patent Pro Bono Program

The Program provides free legal assistance to under-resourced inventors interested in securing patent
protection for their inventions.

,"Inventors ﬂAttorneys @ News & Events




Pro Se Assistance

* The Pro Se Assistance Program offers
various services for the public, including:

» Dedicated personnel for assisting people
filing applications without the assistance

of an attorney

» Walk-in assistance for the general public at
USPTO Headquarters (by appointment)




Pro Se Assistance (cont'd)

A fully equipped public computer
workstation for walk-in visitors at the
USPTO

Targeted support to connect applicants
with relevant resources and information

Online resources found at uspto.gov
1(800)786-9199



http://www.uspto.gov/

Pro Se Checklist

 http://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/in
ventors/Checklist_for_Filing_a_Nonprovisio
nal_Utility.pdf

Application Checklist

A patent application is a collection of documents that conform to U.S. laws, rules, and guidelines outlined in the
Manual of Patent Examining Procedure. The specific list of documents and forms depends on a number of
factors, including the type of patent application, the protection socught, and the invention itsef. The Pro Se
Assistance Program makes this checklist of documents and forms available for your use in preparing your
application. While not comprehensive, it contains the most commonly required elements to form a
nonprovisional utility patent application.

Nonprovisional Utility Patent
Application Checklist

v

8/18/2015 22




Subscribe to our mailing list and receive the latest stories, advice, and tips for
inventors, entrepreneurs, and small business owners. It's free and it takes just one
easy step.

Inventors Eye

Newsletter

Glossary of Terms

Subscriptions

Current Issue

How-to Videos

IP Programs and
Awards

Executive Actions eye

o
More Tools & Links The USPTO's publication for the independent inventor community I

also in this issue

The Dreams Ideas Are Made Of

Meet the Inaugural Class of
Invention Ambassadors

Patents Pick-5
Patent Cures for the Summertime

Blues
Spark of Genius )
Growing the Distance Advice
Patent Owners — Beware of
If you find a problem that needs solving, chances are there are Maintenance Fee Scam
others who have the same problem. Sometimes, however, you
need to convince them they have a problem. Events and Announcements
August and September
AUGUST 2014

Past Issues




Patent and Trademark Resources
Centers

http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/patent-and-trademark-
resource-centers-ptrcs

* Over 80 located nationwide
 Offer training and events

» Search assistance at PTRCs and on-line
training:
— CBT: How to Conduct a Preliminary U.S. Patent
Search

— Seven step strategy Guide




State Resources - Virginia

Pro-Bono services are designed to assist financially under-resourced independent inventors
and small businesses. Pro-bono assistance is available, to be considered and apply go to
www.fedcirbar.org/olc/pub/LVEC/cpages/misc/pto.jsp (link is external)

Patent attorneys and agents
Registered Patent Attorneys/Agents in Virginia

Universities with Intellectual Property Law Clinics - Law School Clinic Certification Pilot
program allows law students enrolled in a participating law school's clinic program to practice
Intellectual Property Law before the USPTO under the strict guidance of a Law School Faculty
Clinic Supervisor. The program currently consists of students practicing in both patent and
trademark law before the USPTO

University of Richmond
http://law.richmond.edu/about/centers/ip-clinic/index.html (link is external)
Imunn@richmond.edu (link sends e-mail)

ipi@richmond.edu (link sends e-mail)

George Mason University
http://www.law.gmu.edu/academics/clinics/patent applications (link is external)

Inventor Organizations

Inventors Network of the Capital Area

dcinventors.org (link is external)

Virginia Inventors Forum, Inc. m

www.virginiainnovators.org (link is external)



http://www.fedcirbar.org/olc/pub/LVFC/cpages/misc/pto.jsp
https://oedci.uspto.gov/OEDCI/query.do?state=VA
http://law.richmond.edu/about/centers/ip-clinic/index.html
http://law.richmond.edu/about/centers/ip-clinic/index.html
http://law.richmond.edu/about/centers/ip-clinic/index.html
mailto:jmunn@richmond.edu
mailto:jmunn@richmond.edu
mailto:jmunn@richmond.edu
mailto:ipi@richmond.edu
mailto:ipi@richmond.edu
mailto:ipi@richmond.edu
http://www.law.gmu.edu/academics/clinics/patent_applications
http://dcinventors.org/
http://www.virginiainventors.org/

Preparing to File a Patent
Application




Patent Application Initiatives

http://lwww.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/uspto-patent-application-initiatives-timeline

FILING FIRST ACTION FINAL REJECTION

APPEAL

ALLOWANCE ISSUE

There are
numerous
programs that
may speed up the
examination
process

You can get to the
program pages by
selecting a tile.

N

) .

Track One -
Prioritizad Examination

Accelerated
Examination

Full First Action
Interview Pilot

Patent Prosecution
Highway (PPH)

Glossary Pilot

Petition to Make Special

Ombudsman Program

General Interview
Practica

IDS - No
Certification or Fee

ADVANCEMENT OF EXAMINATION OPTIONS

After Final Consideration After Final Consideration Quick Path Information
Pilot 2.0 (AFCP 2.0 Pilot 2.0 (AFCP 2.0) Disclosure Statement
(QPIDS)
Pre-Appeal Program
Petition to Make Special
Ombudsman Program Ombudsman Program Ombudsman Prog Ombud Program
INTERVIEW OPTIONS
General Interview General Interview
Practice Practice

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) OPTIONS

DS - IDS - DS -
Certification or Fee Certification and Fee Certification and Fee

27
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http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/uspto-patent-application-initiatives-timeline

USPTO's Prioritized Patent Examination Program

frackone

PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION

Need to FAST track your patent? Use Track One!

Fast innovation is America’s competitive edge. If you need to move
your ideas quickly, USPTQO's Track One prioritized examination will
allow you to get a final disposition within about twelve months.

The USPTO offers Track One for prioritized examination of your utility
and plant patent applications.

Track One gives your application special status with fewer
requirements than the current accelerated examination program and

without having to perform a pre-examination search.




Patent Prosecution Highway

(PPH)

Participating patent offices
have agreed that when an
applicant receives a final
ruling from a first patent
office that at least one
claim is allowed, the
applicant may request fast
track examination of
corresponding claim(s) in a
corresponding patent
application that is pending
in a second patent office.

PATENT

PROSECUTION
HIGHWAY

Exan "'iAr\l‘a,'fi—iiE‘»idfaAppii cnt_ionil

2 S
* .
AUSTRALIA
IPAU

~ NORDIC NORWAY PORTUGAL
NPI NIPO INPI

AUSTRIA CANADA CHINA EUROPEAN
APO Cipo SIPO EPO
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FINLAND HUNGARY ICELAND ISRAEL JAPAN KOREA
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2~ | 1S

TS

UK us
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Patent Prosecution Highway

What is PPH?

* Enables an applicant who has received a
determination of allowable claims from one
office to obtain fast track processing of
corresponding claims in other offices.

* A system of work sharing that improves
examination efficiency by reducing
duplication of effort among patent offices.

30



Patent Forms

http://www.uspto.gov/forms/aia_forms.jsp

 Find all patent forms on
USPTO web site

— For general assistance in
completing the patent
forms below or to request
paper copies of the forms,
contact General
Information Services
Division at 1-800-786-
9199 (1-800-PTO-9199)
or 571-272-1000, and
select option 2.

— All forms provided in
Adobe Acrobat

Exemplary list:

lAppeal
AIA[31 032014 potice of Appeal
ATA/3Z 03/2013 Request for Oral Hearing Before the Patent Trial and Appeal Board
AIA/33 03/2013 Pre-Appeal Brief Reguest for Review (more information)
AIA[34 05/2014 [Certification and Transmittal of Appeal Forwarding Fee (more information)

lapplication Data Sheet

ATA[14

12/2013

}Application Data Sheet {37 CFR 1.75) (instructions /POG)

ICertificate of Mailing/Transmission

SBf92 07/2008 Certificate of Mailing under 37 CFR 1.3
SB/97 07/2009 |Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR. 1.8
|Customer Number
5B/124 122008 Request for Customer Number Data Change
5B/125 112008 Request for Customer Number
Express Abandonment
AIA[24 07/2012 Express Abandonment Under 37 CFR 1.138
ATA24A 072012 Petition for Express Abandonment to Avoid Publication under 37 CFR 1.138(c)
ALAS248 09/2012 Petition for Express Abandonment to Cbtain a Refund

Extended Missing Parts Pil

ot Program

AIA421 | 012013 Fertiﬁcaﬁun and Request for Extended Missing Parts Pilot Program
Fees
FTO-2038 05/2012 |Credit Card Payment Form and Instructions
SB/06 03/2013 pPatent Application Fee Determination Record
SB/OT 072007 Multiple Dependent Claim Fee Calculation Sheet
. Certification of Micro Entity Status - Gross Income Basis (Gross Income Limit) (Who may sign
SBf15A 07/2014 lthe SB/15A and SB/1567
. [Certification of Micro Entity Status - Institution of Higher Education Basis {Who may sign the
B3 07/2014 [BB/154 and SB/1567)
SB/17 032013 Fee Transmittal
SB/AA 03/2013 Processing Fee Under 37 CFR. 1.17(j) Transmittal
ALAL 03/2013 Petition Fee Under 37 CFR 1.17(f), (g) & (h) Transmittal
SB/45 03/2013 Maintenance Fee Transmittal
SB/56 03/2013 Reissue Application Fee Transmittal
SBf91 072009 peposit Account Order Form




Patent Fees

http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/fees-and-payment/uspto-
fee-schedule

* All patent fees available on USPTO web
site
— Be certain to always check for “current fee
schedule”

— Many fees broken into large entity/sma

entity/micro entity payments
Example of fee schedule:

Fee Code aTcrR Desoription Fee Smal Entity iero Entity

Patent Application Filing Fees

1011120113011 1.18(a) Basicfiling fee - tilty (paper filing - also requires non-electronic filing fee under 1.16(t)) 280.00 140.00 70.00
1011140143011 1.16(a) Basicfiling fee - Utilty (2lectronic filing) 280.00 70.00 70.00
1021201213012 1.16(0) Basicfiling fee - Design 180.00 90.00 45.00
1017201713017 1.16(0) Basicfiling fee - Design (CPA) 130,00 20.00 45.00
1013/201313013 1.16(¢) Basicfiling fee - Plant 180.00 90.00 45.00
1005/2008/3005 1.16(0) Provisional application filing fes 260.00 130.00 65.00
10141201413014 1.16(e) Basicfiling fee - Reissue 280.00 140.00 70.00
1019201913019 1.16(e) Basicfiling fee - Reissue (CPA) 280.00 140.00 70.00
1051/2051/3051 11600 Surcharge - Late filing fee, search fee, examination fee or oath or declaration, or application filed without at least one claim or by reference 140.00 70.00 35.00
1052120523052 1.16(g) Surcharge - Late provisional filing fee o cover sheet 60.00 30.00 15.00
1201220113201 1.16() Independent claims in excess of three 420.00 210.00 105.00
12041220413204 1.16(h) Reissue independent claims in excess of three 420.00 210.00 105.00
1202220213202 1.16(1) Claims in excess of 20 80.00 40.00 20.00



Timely Pay Correct Fees

Question: Are you a large, small or micro-
entity filer?

Reqgularly visit: Current Fee Schedule (as
fees may change)

Surcharges incurred with delays or
insufficiencies

Note: Non-electronic filing fee




Micro-entity
SMALL ENTITY REQUIREMENT -

APPLICATION FILING LIMIT — no more than
four previously filed applications

GROSS INCOME LIMIT ON APPLICANTS
AND INVENTORS - equal to three times
the median household income for the
preceding calendar year ($155,817 for
2013)

GROSS INCOME LIMIT ON PARTIES WITH
AN "OWNERSHIP INTEREST" m




Doc Code: MES.GIB
Document Deseription: Certification of Micro Entity Status (Gross Income Basis) PTOSEMEA [07-14)

CERTIFICATION OF MICRO ENTITY STATUS
(GROSS INCOME BASIS)

Application Mumber or Contrel Mumber (if applicable): Patent Mumber (if applicable):

First Named Inventar. ?—/ _ z
Jane Doe Dough Making Machine

The applicant hereby certifies the following—

(1) SMALL ENTITY REQUIREMENT - The applicant qualifies as a small entity as defined in

(2) APPLICATION FILING LIMIT — Neither the applicant nor the inventor nor a joint inventor has

(3) GROSS INCOME LIMIT ON APPLICANTS AND INVENTORS — Neither the applicant nor the

{4) GROSS INCOME LIMIT ON PARTIES WITH AN “OWNERSHIP INTEREST" — Neither the

37 CFR1.27.

been named as the inventor or a joint inventor on more than four previously filed U.S. patent
applications, excluding provisional applications and intemational applications under the Patent
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) for which the basic national fee under 37 CFR 1.492(a) was not paid,
and also excluding patent applications for which the applicant has assigned all ownership rights,
or is obligated to assign all ownership rights, as a result of the applicant’s previous employment.

inventor nor a joint inventor, in the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which the
applicable fee is being paid, had a gross income, as defined in section 61(a) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 61(a)), exceeding the *Maximum Qualifying Gross Income”
reported on the USPTO Web site at http/www uspto.gov/patents/aw/micro_entity jsp which is
equal to three times the median household income for that preceding calendar year, as most
recently reported by the Bureau of the Census.

applicant nor the inventor nor a joint inventor has assigned, granted, or conveyed, nor is under an
obligation by contract or law to assign, grant, or convey, a license or other ownership interest in
the application concemed to an entity that, in the calendar year preceding the calendar year in
which the applicable fee is being paid, had a gross income, as defined in section 61(a) of the
Intemal Revenue Code of 1986, exceeding the “Maximum Qualifying Gross Income” reported on
the USPTO Web site at hitp./www uspto.gov/patents/law/micro_entity jsp which is equal to three
times the median household income for that preceding calendar year, as most recently reported
by the Bureau of the Census.

SIGHATUR Y ed party set forth in 37 CFR 1.33(b)
Signature fJane Doe/

Mame Jane Doe
Date 3815 ‘ Telephone | T03-555-1234 | Registration Mo,
|_ There is more than one inventor and | am cne of the inventors who are jointly identified as the applicant. The required

additional certification formis) signed by the other joint inventor{s) are included with thiz form.




Data Visualization
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".;,:\ Your window to the USPTO
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In response to public comment, we have redesigned the Patents Data Visualization Center. We hope you find
the Dashboard useful. If you have any questions, comments, or feedback, please click here to send an e-mail
to the Dashboard administrator.

TRADITIONAL . QUALITY
TOTAL COMPOSITE

PENDENCY SCORE
(MONTHS)

569,624
UNEXAMINED 35,986
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APPLICATION
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Application Information

Check the Status of Your
Application

@ e-OfficeEt'rion

Public PAIR Private PAIR Key Resources
For documents and status on Securely access information on FACQS
publicly available patents and your pending patent application

icati Quickstart Guides

applications uickstart Guides
Chechk the status of a pending

PAIR Usage Policy

Check the status of a published application

application
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First Office Action Estimator

* http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-
resources/statistics/first-office-action-
estimator

8/18/2015 38
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First Action Interview Pilot

» Under this Program, an applicant is
entitled to a first action interview, upon
request, prior to the first Office action on

the merits. L

I ' I ' I ' I ' I ' |
20 40 60 80 100

° Need to flle a PetItIOn FAIP First Action allowance rate = 29.7%

[

I ! I ! I ! I ! I ! |
0 20 40 60 80 100

First Action allowance rate in new, non-continuing applications = 11.9%

Fiscal Year 2015 Second Quarter

http://www.uspto.gov/corda/dashboards/patents/main.dashxm|?CTNAVID=1007 39



Maintenance Fee Portal

* Checking the Maintenance Status of
Your Patents
— Bibliographic data and the fee amounts due

for a specific patent are available through the
Office of Finance Online Shopping Page.

— This information is also available through our
Maintenance Fee Branch. To contact the
Maintenance Fee Branch, call 571-272-6500.
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Patents Trademarks Learning and Resources

Home / Patents: Maintaining a Patent / Patent Litigation / Patent Litigation

v Helpful 3 Patent Litigation

Maintainini Patent
¢ Vaintaining & Faten Been Sued or Gotten a Demand Letter?

:?:e"‘“g your patent Answers To Common Questions About Abusive
Patent Litigation

Maintenance fees

Received a letter about or been sued over a patent? You're in the right place. See

Correcting your Patent )
below for answers to common questions: (Trademark-related resources) are also

Transferring available.)

Ownership
See the topics below for answers to common questions:

Ordering certified
documents

I've beensued...
| gotaletter...
Related lawsuits

Patent Infringement

About Patents
In June 2013, President Obama ordered the creation of this website to empower
SEsLlis those who have received a demand letter or may be threatened with a patent
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Ownership

e Helpful 5

€ Maintaining a Patent

Keeping your patent
alive

Maintenance fees

Correcting your Patent

Ordering certified
documents

Patent Litigation

Patents Assignments:
Search & Change
Ownership

Change of Owner (Assignment) and Change of
Owner Name

During examination of a pending patent application or after the patent is granted,
the owner of the patent may change: 1) the original owner may transfer ownership
to another entity or party, through an "assignment;" or 2) the original owner may
retain ownership but change its name. The original owner should record the
assigniment or name change with the USPTO's Assignment Services Division by
filing a Recordation Cover Sheet along with a copy of the actual assignment or
proof of name change.

Electronic Patent Assignment System (EPAS)

Use EPAS to create and submit a Patent Assignment Recordation Coversheet by
completing on-line web forms and attaching the supporting legal documentation as
black and white TIFF or PDF for submission via the internet.

Assignments on the Web for Patents (AOTW-P)

Use AOTW-P to search the database of all recorded Patent Assignment information
from 1980 to the present (Patent Assigniments recorded prior to 1980 are
maintained at the National Archives and Records Administration).

wir Helpful | 5 I® Not Helpful % Share = Print



Public Engagement and
Activities




USPTO Events and
Programming

* Visit http://www.uspto.gov/about-
us/events

 Sign up for news and updates at USPTO
Subscription Center
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Satellite Offices

Dallas-
Fort Worth |

4

Silicon Valley




USPTO- Smithsonian
Collaboration

* Multi-year collaboration uniting creativity,
research and resources of USPTO and SI to
educate and inform the public on topics of
intellectual property and innovation

» Wide variety of projects and venues

2015 Innovation Festival

— National Museum of American History
— September 26-27, FREE to the public




Contact USPTO

« Reach us via
— www.uspto.gov

— independentinventor@uspto.gov
—1(800)786-9199



http://www.uspto.gov/
mailto:independentinventor@uspto.gov

