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Setting the Stage 

  

What’s inside the black box? 



Education and Information 

  

• Web-based resources  

– IP Awareness Assessment Tool 

– Videos/Tutorials/Webinars 

– Filing Information and Initiatives 

• Forms and Fee Information 

• Guidance 

• Conferences and seminars 

• Smithsonian collaboration 



Select Tools for Success 

   



IP Awareness Assessment Tool 

  



Visit USPTO on the Web 

www.USPTO.gov 



Features of the Website 

• Apply Online for a Patent using EFS-Web 

• Obtain Status of a Patent Application 

• Determine when application will be picked up for 

examination, see First Office Action Estimator 

• Search US Patent Database 

• Search Patent Classification Manual 

• Download Forms and Fee Schedules 

• Patent Help Resources 

• Access Details of All Currently Pending Published 

Patent Applications (Public PAIR) 



Overview of Website 

  

Click on 

“Learning and 

Resources” 



USPTO Resources for  

Kids and Educators 

  



Web Resources 

• Wide variety 

  



Patent Searching 
http://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/search-patents 

• Search U.S. patents and U.S. published 

patent applications 

– Full text and image databases 

• Global Patent Search Network 

– Provides access to Chinese patent 

documentation 

• Links to International Patent Offices for 

searching 

• Search tutorial: 



Ombudsman Program 

• Enhances the USPTO's ability to assist applicants 

or their representatives with issues that arise 

during patent application prosecution.  

 

 

 

Contact an Ombudsman by: 

 http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ombudsman.jsp  
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Scam Prevention 

• Scam Prevention 

– Non-USPTO Solicitations 

– Invention Promoters 







Consider Using a Patent Attorney or 

Patent Agent 

• View USPTO listing of registered attorneys 

and agents 

• Law School Clinical Programs and pro 

bono assistance available in some areas 

 



Pro Bono 

Free legal assistance to inventors 

 

In general, there are three basic 

requirements: 

– Income below a certain threshold; 

– Knowledge of the patent system; and 

– Possession of an actual invention (not just an 

idea). 

 



Certificate Training Course 

  

www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/certpck/index.htm 



Pro Bono 



Pro Se Assistance 

• The Pro Se Assistance Program offers 

various services for the public, including: 

• Dedicated personnel for assisting people 

filing applications without the assistance 

of an attorney 

• Walk-in assistance for the general public at 

USPTO Headquarters (by appointment) 



Pro Se Assistance (cont’d) 

• A fully equipped public computer 

workstation for walk-in visitors at the 

USPTO 

• Targeted support to connect applicants 

with relevant resources and information 

• Online resources found at uspto.gov 

• 1(800)786-9199 

 

 

 

http://www.uspto.gov/


Pro Se Checklist 

• http://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/in

ventors/Checklist_for_Filing_a_Nonprovisio

nal_Utility.pdf 
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Patent and Trademark Resources 

Centers 
http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/patent-and-trademark-

resource-centers-ptrcs 

• Over 80 located nationwide 

• Offer training and events 

• Search assistance at PTRCs and on-line 

training:  

– CBT: How to Conduct a Preliminary U.S. Patent 

Search 

– Seven step strategy Guide 



State Resources – Virginia 

• Pro-Bono services are designed to assist financially under-resourced independent inventors 

and small businesses. Pro-bono assistance is available, to be considered and apply go to 

www.fedcirbar.org/olc/pub/LVFC/cpages/misc/pto.jsp (link is external) 

• Patent attorneys and agents 

Registered Patent Attorneys/Agents in Virginia 

• Universities with Intellectual Property Law Clinics - Law School Clinic Certification Pilot 

program allows law students enrolled in a participating law school's clinic program to practice 

Intellectual Property Law before the USPTO under the strict guidance of a Law School Faculty 

Clinic Supervisor. The program currently consists of students practicing in both patent and 

trademark law before the USPTO 

• University of Richmond 

http://law.richmond.edu/about/centers/ip-clinic/index.html (link is external) 

jmunn@richmond.edu (link sends e-mail) 

ipi@richmond.edu (link sends e-mail) 

• George Mason University 

http://www.law.gmu.edu/academics/clinics/patent_applications (link is external) 

• Inventor Organizations 

• Inventors Network of the Capital Area 

dcinventors.org (link is external) 

• Virginia Inventors Forum, Inc. 

www.virginiainnovators.org (link is external) 

 

•   
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mailto:jmunn@richmond.edu
mailto:ipi@richmond.edu
mailto:ipi@richmond.edu
mailto:ipi@richmond.edu
http://www.law.gmu.edu/academics/clinics/patent_applications
http://dcinventors.org/
http://www.virginiainventors.org/


Preparing to File a Patent 

Application 



Patent Application Initiatives 
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You can get to the 

program pages by 

selecting a tile. 

There are 

numerous 

programs that 

may speed up the 

examination 

process 

http://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/uspto-patent-application-initiatives-timeline 
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• Fast innovation is America’s competitive edge. If you need to move 

your ideas quickly, USPTO's Track One prioritized examination will 

allow you to get a final disposition within about twelve months.   

• The USPTO offers Track One for prioritized examination of your utility 

and plant patent applications.  

• Track One gives your application special status with fewer 

requirements than the current accelerated examination program and 

without having to perform a pre-examination search. 

• $4000/$2000/$1000 

Prioritized Examination   

  



Patent Prosecution Highway 

(PPH) 

• Participating patent offices 

have agreed that when an 

applicant receives a final 

ruling from a first patent 

office that at least one 

claim is allowed, the 

applicant may request fast 

track examination of 

corresponding claim(s) in a 

corresponding patent 

application that is pending 

in a second patent office. 

  29 



Patent Prosecution Highway 

What is PPH? 
• Enables an applicant who has received a 

determination of allowable claims from one 
office to obtain fast track processing of 
corresponding claims in other offices.  

 

• A system of work sharing that improves 
examination efficiency by reducing 
duplication of effort among patent offices. 
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Patent Forms 
http://www.uspto.gov/forms/aia_forms.jsp 

• Find all patent forms on 
USPTO web site 
– For general assistance in 

completing the patent 
forms below or to request 
paper copies of the forms, 
contact General 
Information Services 
Division at 1-800-786-
9199 (1-800-PTO-9199) 
or 571-272-1000, and 
select option 2 . 

– All forms provided in 
Adobe Acrobat 

 

 

Exemplary list: 



Patent Fees 
http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/fees-and-payment/uspto-

fee-schedule 

• All patent fees available on USPTO web 

site 

– Be certain to always check for “current fee 

schedule” 

– Many fees broken into large entity/small 

entity/micro entity payments 
Example of fee schedule: 



• Question: Are you a large, small or micro-

entity filer? 

• Regularly visit: Current Fee Schedule (as 

fees may change) 

• Surcharges incurred with delays or 

insufficiencies 

• Note: Non-electronic filing fee 

Timely Pay Correct Fees 



Micro-entity 
• SMALL ENTITY REQUIREMENT –  

• APPLICATION FILING LIMIT – no more than 

four previously filed applications 

• GROSS INCOME LIMIT ON APPLICANTS 

AND INVENTORS – equal to three times 

the median household income for the 

preceding calendar year ($155,817 for 

2013) 

• GROSS INCOME LIMIT ON PARTIES WITH 

AN “OWNERSHIP INTEREST” 

 





Data Visualization 

  



Application Information 
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First Office Action Estimator 

• http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-

resources/statistics/first-office-action-

estimator 
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First Action Interview Pilot 

• Under this Program, an applicant is 

entitled to a first action interview, upon 

request, prior to the first Office action on 

the merits. 

• Need to file a Petition. 

39 
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Maintenance Fee Portal 

• Checking the Maintenance Status of 

Your Patents 

– Bibliographic data and the fee amounts due 

for a specific patent are available through the 

Office of Finance Online Shopping Page.  

– This information is also available through our 

Maintenance Fee Branch. To contact the 

Maintenance Fee Branch, call 571-272-6500.  
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https://ramps.uspto.gov/eram/patentMaintFees.do
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Public Engagement and 

Activities 



USPTO Events and 

Programming 

• Visit http://www.uspto.gov/about-

us/events  

• Sign up for news and updates at USPTO 

Subscription Center 

http://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events
http://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events
http://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events


Satellite Offices 



USPTO- Smithsonian 

Collaboration 

• Multi-year collaboration uniting creativity, 

research and resources of USPTO and SI to 

educate and inform the public on topics of 

intellectual property and innovation 

• Wide variety of projects and venues 

• 2015 Innovation Festival 

– National Museum of American History 

– September 26-27, FREE to the public 



Contact USPTO 

• Reach us via 

– www.uspto.gov 

– independentinventor@uspto.gov 

– 1(800)786-9199 

 

http://www.uspto.gov/
mailto:independentinventor@uspto.gov

